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LEWIS MARTIN BUNNELL 


Lewis Martin Bunnell, who has achieved prominence as an attorney in 
Scranton and the adjoining country, represents a family which has attained 
distinction in this country and in England for many generations. He traces. 
his ancestry to William La Bunnell, the Norman knight, who came to England 
with William the Conqueror in 1066. In this country the family was founded 
by William, Solomon and Benjamin Bunnell, who emigrated from England 
in 1638 and settled at New Haven, Connecticut. In 1790, when the first federal 
census was taken, representatives of this family were to be found in each of 
the thirteen original states. Historians speak of them as follows: “Being 
without exception men of character and piety, who used every opportunity tc 
promote education and religion and were the first to adopt a written consti- 
tution and to refuse compensation for public service.” The first four genera- 
tions—(I) William, (II) Benjamin, (III) Benjamin, (IV) Solomon—lived 
in Connecticut. Solomon removed to Kingwood, New Jersey, in 1740, and to 
Pennsylvania in 1760, settling at Middle Smithfield, Bucks (now Monroe) 
county. Miles Bunnell; son of Solomon, and great-grandfather of Lewis M. 
Bunnell, was born in Norwich, Connecticut, and came to Pennsylvania, locat- 
ing at a place called Auburn Corners. His son, Miles M., grandfather of Mr. 
Bunnell, was born in Danville, Connecticut, and also came to Auburn, Penn- 
sylvania. Martin Bunnell, son of Miles M. Bunnell, was born in Danbury, 
Connecticut, December 11, 1800. He married Permelia Doud, from Con- 
necticut also,. They settled in Herrick township, Susquehanna county, coming 
there from Delaware county, New York, in 1827. Mr. Bunnell now owns the 
home farm. Martin and Permelia (Doud) Bunnell had nine children, five 
boys and four girls, of whom three boys and one girl are living in 1914, in- 
cluding Lewis M., mentioned below. 

Lewis Martin Bunnell was born in Herrick township, Susquehanna county. 
Pennsylvania, December 8, 1835, and attended the public schools of his native 
township until he was fifteen years of age. In his sixteenth year he was sent 
to Herrick Center, where he was apprenticed to learn the trade of wagon 
building with Patrick McGunigal, but at the end of one year, went to Dundaff, 
and there assisted in a blacksmith’s shop. He worked at Keene’s Pond, near 
Honesdale, during the season of 1852, then returned to his home because of 
an accident to his father, and entered the employ of Captain James Giddings. 
Later he matriculated at Harford University, remaining there two years, and 
taught school two years, 1856-57, near Idlewild, then known as Long Pond. 
Kingston was his next abiding place, and there he studied elocution, Latin, 
etc., under Professor Nelson, after which he was again occupied as a black- 
smith for one year, and then for a short time as an agent. He became principal 
of a school in Danbury, New Jersey, and upon his return to Susquehanna 
county, taught school there until April, 1859. The following month he went to 
Montrose, Pennsylvania, and there took up the study of law with R. B. Little, 
and was admitted to the bar of Susquehanna county, August 6, 1862, his 
studies having been interrupted by his military service, a detailed account 
of which is given below. Upon his return from the war he engaged in the 
practice of law in Montrose for one year, then traveled three years, after 
which he located in Scranton, where he has been actively identified with the 
legal profession since that time. He has had charge of much important litiga- 
tion, and has been connected as attorney with many large estates, among 
these, acting as attorney to John Hernans, trustee of the estate of the late 
Joseph Fellows, a connection which existed sixteen years. Several millions 
of dollars were involved in this and some of the property consisted of coal 
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lands in and near the city of Scranton. From 1873 to 1876 Mr. Bunnell served 
as school director of Hyde Park, now a portion of the city of Scranton. 

Mr. Bunnell married, January 1, 1866, Anna M., born in Newport, Oneida 
county, New York, a daughter of Richard R. and Elizabeth (Briggs) Davis, a 
native of Wales. Children: Mary R., Lewis M., Bessie A., Anna M. and 
Ralph Decatur. 

The following record of the military service of Mr. Bunnell was compiled 
from official and authentic sources by The Soldiers and Sailors Historical and 
Benevolent Society : 

“Lewis M. Bunnell enlisted from Susquehanna County, Pennsylvania, 
April 10, 1861, to serve three months, and was the first man to enlist from 
that county, in what was expected to become Company A, Twenty-fifth Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Colonel Henry L. Cake commanding, 
but this company was not mustered into service, Ringgold Light Artillery, one 
of the original five companies of the state having been substituted in its place, 
the regiment having gone forward, and his company was broken up. He, 
however, took the drill, and, as a camp follower, was with the regiment, 
without muster into service or pay until it was mustered out at Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, July 26, 1861, its term having expired. 

“This was one of the first regiments to organize at the opening of the 
Civil War, Companies A, D, E, G and H, being the five original companies of 
the State, and engaged in barricading and guarding the Capitol until the ar- 
rival of the Massachusetts Sixth, and the New York Seventh, a period of about 
ten days. Companies A, B, C, E and H were on duty at the Arsenal, during 
the greater part of their service, and Companies D, F, G, I and K, moved, on 
June 15, to Rockville, reaching there next day. July 1, moved to Pooleville, 
and reported to General Charles P. Stone, commanding the Rockville expedi- 
tion, thence via Point of Rocks to Sandy Hook, Williamsport and Martits- 
burg, where it was assigned to the Seventh Brigade, Third Division, of Gen- 
eral Patterson’s Army. On July 15, marched to Bunker Hill, thence to 
Charlestown and Harper’s Ferry, where it remained until July 23, when it 
was ordered home for muster out of service. 

“He re-enlisted, October 2, 1862, to serve nine months, and was mustered 
into service at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, November 11, 1862, and commis- 
sioned captain of Company E, One Hundred and Seventy-seventh Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Colonel George B. Wiestling commanding. 

“The companies composing this regiment were chiefly from the counties 
of Lycoming, Susquehanna, Dauphin, Luzerne, Perry and Indiana, and were 
organized at Camp Curtin, Harrisburg, during the months of October and 
November, 1862. A regimental organization was effected on November 20, On 
December 3, the regiment was ordered to Washington, District of Columbia, and 
proceeded thence to Newport News, Virginia, reporting to General Corcoran, 
where schools for officers were at once established and drill commenced. De- 
cember 17 it.was transferred to Suffolk, to the command of General Viele, and 
was assigned to the brigade of Colonel Alfred Gibbs on the east bank of the 
Nansemond River on the opposite side of which was a pine forest, which 
General Viele ordered to be cleared. Details from the One Hundred and 
Seventy-seventh were assigned to this duty, and although the growth of the 
timber was heavy and the labor very severe, by persistent and unceasing efforts 
a tract of several hundred acres was swept. At intervals of about ten days 
reconnoissances were made toward Blackwater, the enemy being met near 
Deserted House, seven miles south of Suffolk, where skirmishing commenced. 
On January 30, 1863, the entire force in and about Suffolk had gone on au 
expedition except the One Hundred and Seventy-seventh, and during the 
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absence of the forces, Colonel Wiestling was attacked by a body of rebel 
cavalry, which was handsomely repulsed. Upon the return of the expedition, 
General Corcoran with his staff, arriving after nightfall, attempted to pass tlie 
lines without the countersign, and nearly lost his life. On March 8, the regi- 
ment moved to Norfolk, thence to Deep Bottom, on the Albemarle and 
Chesapeake Canal, and here the regiment built a fort, also a stockade at Great 
Bridge, breaking up a notorious rebel mail route, capturing letters from the 
hems of dresses, hollow handles of umbrellas, hollow spokes and rails of carts 
and other vehicles. The command also took part in several expeditions, cap- 
turing a number of rebel schooners, steamers, stores and prisoners, perform- 
ing valuable service, and was present at the battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
On July 10, it was ordered to Washington, District of Columbia, and as- 
signed to the Second Brigade, of Geary’s Division, Twelfth Corps, Army of 
the Potomac, performing duty at Maryland Heights and other points until 
ordered home for muster out of service. 

“The said Lewis M. Bunnell was appointed enrolling Marshall in 1862, at 
the time of the draft; enrolled the Township of Herrick previous to the said 
draft, and was elected either lieutenant or captain of such company which he 
drilled and returned again on recruiting duty. Between July 26, 1861, and 
October, 1862, at the request of Governor Andrew G. Curtin, he recruited six 
companies of infantry and one of cavalry. In February, 1863, Captain Bun- 
nell was promoted to Brevet Major, and placed in command of four companies 
occupying an improvised tent on the Nansemond River. He was sick and 
disabled with camp fever and diarrhoea which resulted in hemorrhoids at the 
time of his discharge. He was sent with a command of one hundred and 
sixty infantry and cavalry about one hundred miles to Currituck, North Caro- 
lina, and had a skirmish with Walker’s guerrillas. After leaving South Mills, 
North Carolina, moved four miles south to the Bay, sank two barges, destroyed 
four hundred bushels of salt, captured and paroled a number of prisoners, 
and upon his return had a severe encounter on the bridge with Bushwhackers, 
in which the Union forces were finally victorious. He received a final honor- 
able discharge at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, August 6, 1863, by reason of ex- 
piration of his term of service, and after his discharge recruited for the old 
regiment and spent three and one-half years in earnest effort for the Union 
cause.” 

He is a member of Griffin Post, No. 139, Department of Pennsylvania, 
G. A. R.; a member of the Union Veteran Union; was commander of the De- 
partment of Pennsylvania for three and one-half years; is a member of the 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias, and has 
held public office as a school director. His wife has ever been active as a friend 
of the Grand Army of the Republic; is a member of the Daughters of Rebekah. 


LEONARD M. HORTON 


Leonard M. Horton, secretary and treasurer of the Scranton Bolt and Nut 
Company, is a true son of Pennsylvania, the commonwealth having been the 
home of many of his line, most of whom resided in Bradford county. John 
M. Horton, father of Leonard M. Horton, was a follower of the shoemaker’s 
trade and later conducted a hotel at what is now Terrytown, where he died 
at the early age of thirty-seven years, He married Susan L. Bacon. 

Leonard M. Horton was born in Bradford county, Pennsylvania, June 30, 
1854. He was but seven years of age when his father died and for the four 
following years he lived in Illinois. He then came to Harveyville, Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvania, and obtained his first position in a mercantile house, 


